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Dear choir member,

We’re approaching our first concert since March 2020, and in these difficult times it’s been a joy to see
so many familiar faces back singing with us.  

I’m sure you’d like to join the Committee in thanking Tim Venvell for 
stepping into the breach and treating us to two very animated rehearsals!

There’s a lot of information to give you about our plans for the next few months, which of course will 
depend on national Covid regulations, so please read this carefully…..

DECEMBER CONCERT

Rehearsals
The remaining rehearsals this term, all in LWS Upper School Hall, are as follows:

Monday 1st November
Monday 8th November
Monday 15th November
Monday 22nd November
Monday 29th November
Friday 3rd December
Please be sure to indicate on the register as soon as possible whether or not you plan to 
sing in the concert.  Claire Humphries will be circulating a list in each voice part for you to indicate 
the person that you would like to be seated next to.  

Concert arrangements
There will be a rehearsal in Thame Leisure Centre at 2.00 pm.  We’re always grateful for help setting 
up the hall, and this will start at 12.30 pm.  There will be no bar at this concert, and we’ll be having a 
short interval of about 10-15 minutes.

Dress code
Sopranos and altos, dresses or tops and trousers (no bare arms please!), 
in black, scarlet, or a mixture of black and scarlet.
Tenors and basses, black trousers, black shirts and scarlet bow ties which
are available from David Chaplin if you don’t already have one.

The picture at the top of this page gives you an idea of the look!

Concert folders
If you’re new to the choir, Chris Durkin will supply you with a black concert folder, for which there is a 
£5 deposit.



Ticket sales and safety procedures
We’re very much looking forward to performing and welcoming our audience back for our first post-
Covid concert, so please sell as many tickets as you can!  The safety statement for the concert is 
posted on our website, and is repeated below:

“To ensure the safety of all we will be grateful if everyone can observe the following:

 Please be ready to provide a valid NHS Covid Pass.  Proof of double vaccination either by 
showing your original card or NHS app on your phone.  If you have neither of these, your GP 
practice can print a new card.

 Please also do a LFT on the day and be prepared to show the result on entry to Thame Leisure
Centre.  

 It is mandatory for all choir members and guests to wear a face covering while entering and 
moving around the Centre, unless exempt.  All guests are strongly encouraged to keep wearing
their face coverings when seated.  We also encourage all guests to maintain social distancing 
wherever possible within the centre.”

If anyone has a problem accessing a Lateral Flow Test kit via the NHS, please speak to a member of 
the Committee.  

Copy return
Like all choirs, we are required to return copies in good, clean condition at the end of the hire and this 
is a big undertaking for a few people. If you are able to, please take your copy home after the concert, 
rub out your markings and return your music to Dawn’s front doorstep (her address in Thame will be 
supplied later) by the Tuesday after the concert. If you would be unable to do this then please leave 
your copy in the box after the concert and the library team will clean it for you.

SPRING TERM 2022

Rehearsals start again on Monday 10th January, and we shall be
performing the Rossini “Petite Messe Solonnelle” on Saturday
26th March.  

SUMMER TERM 2022

The Committee has decided that in the Summer term we will be performing Opera Choruses, which 
were postponed from last Summer!  There will of course be the opportunity for some innovative 
costume choices, and I’m sure that Shirley Lynch will be providing you with plenty of ideas!   

Rehearsals start on Monday 11th April.

OTHER EVENTS
It’s been as much as we can do this term to get rehearsals going and settle
our repertoire for the next two terms, and sadly we’ve decided not to organise
a Christmas Dinner this year.  However, I’m sure that we’ll be planning a Quiz
and Ramble in the Spring.  



Jeff Stewart has asked me to include details of a Come & Sing and lunch event as follows:

“With many choirs severely reduced in numbers and many churches moving away from the traditional 
services, there seems to me be a need for people who love 9 lessons and Carols services, to have the
opportunity to sing it with a strong choir of like minded singers.

So, my company, Choral Holidays, is holding a one day event at Balliol college, Oxford, on Saturday 
18th December. Our “Come and Sing 9 lessons and Carols,” will run from 10.30am until a full service 
of lessons and Carols at 6pm, and will include a Christmas lunch in the college hall.

You can find full details at http://www.choralholidays.com/product/come-and-sing-9-lessons-and-
carols-at-balliol-college-oxford-18th-december/.  We already have a good number of people booked in 
so it promises to be a great day.”

Jeff

I think that’s all for the moment.  If you have any queries, please email sclaridge31@gmail.com.

All the best, and let’s make our December concert 
a night to remember!

Sandra

Committee:  Emily Spence (Chairman), David Chaplin, Sandra Claridge, Geoff Hall, Vivienne Hall, Claire 
Humphries, Shirley Lynch, Dave Munson, Pete Sawyer, Eppy Sewell
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