
NOVEMBER 2019 NEWSLETTER
Dear choir member,
Below is all the information you need until early next term, when there will be news of a quiz, and more 
detail about the Tour to Ypres.  The main thing now is to sell as many tickets as you can for the December 
concert – it’s going to be a great evening!

DECEMBER CONCERT
For our concert on Saturday 7th December, we shall as usual be very grateful for help in setting up the hall 
(from 12.15), clearing away at the end of the concert, and clearing the equipment away at 8.30 on Sunday 
morning.  Please sign up to help…....  

Orchestra Food
We shall also need offers of food for the orchestra, and a list is now available for you to
sign up.  I can assure you that the young orchestra members are bowled over by the
wonderful buffet!

Concert Dress
   The dress code is black and scarlet (no variations on scarlet please!).  However, this 

doesn’t mean that you can’t wear just black or just red if you prefer.  For the gents,   
     David Chaplin has very kindly purchased red bow ties for £2.50.  If you haven’t 
     already got one, please see David..  If you’re new to the choir and haven’t got a 

 black folder, please see Chris Durkin.

CHRISTMAS DINNER
If you haven’t already signed up for the Christmas
Dinner at the Swan at Tetsworth, or want to pay
your balance or make your menu choices, please
come and see me next Monday evening, or Vivienne Hall thereafter.   It’s amazing value at £30 for three 
mouth-watering courses!  The choices are as follows:

Native lobster raviole, Cognac lobster bisque, seaweed Isigny crème fraiche
White beans velouté (soup), chips de lard (bacon), cepes émulsion, toasted bread

Périgord foie gras mi-cuit au piment d’Espelette, Cognac chutney & toasted brioche
Crispy Camembert & caramelized apple millefeuille, beetroot dressing, salad leaves & walnuts

Local beef fillet en Wellington, wilted spinach & triple cooked chips, Port jus
Line caught grilled sea bass fillet, seaweed crushed potatoes, Kohlrabi and beurre blanc

Traditional roasted turkey, pigs in the blanket, served with all the trimmings
Herb crust tarte fine, seasonal veg (beetroot, carrots, fennel, petit pois, broad beans) Parmesan emulsion



French artisan cheese board
Vanilla Bourbon crème brûlée, crowned with Bénédictine orange liqueur

Chocolate chef’s surprise
Passion fruit & raspberry Vacherin ice cream

Christmas Pudding available on request!

THOMLEY HALL
We’ve again been asked to sing Carols and Christmas songs at Thomley Hall 
on Saturday 14th December at 11.00 a.m. for about an hour, and we’re very 
grateful to Judy Thompson who has, as usual, offered to provide all the fun on the
piano.  If you’d like to join the group, please bring along a copy of Carols for Choirs.  
Festive outfits are welcomed…...

SPRING TERM 2020
Rehearsals start again on Monday 6th January, and next term we shall be singing the following:
Taverner “Lament for Jerusalem”
Fauré “Cantique de Jean Racine”
Parry Anthems, e.g. “I was Glad”, “Hear my Words”, “Blest Pair of Sirens”, “My Soul there is a Country”, plus
“Dear Lord and Father of Mankind”  

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2020
The Committee has agreed that the subscription rates for 2020 will remain at £90 (annual), £65 (two 
terms) and £35 (single term).  The annual subscription is payable in January.  

JOINING THE COMMITTEE………..
If you would like to join a small fairly hard-working Committee, we’d be delighted to have you.  If you’re 
interested, please speak to Karen.
We’re very lucky to have other non-Committee members who undertake all sorts of tasks for us, such as 
email circulation, production of our wonderful raffles, break drinks, concert flowers, organisation of 
Rambles, concert seating plans, overseeing the concert set-up, and etc.  We are so grateful to all of them, 
and of course to Dawn Shaw, our unstinting librarian who seems to be able to overcome all the difficulties 
that are thrown at her.  If you’d like to help with anything at all but don’t want to be on the Committee the 
same applies, please speak to Karen or any other committee member.  

THE TOUR
This is just a reminder that your final payment is due on or before Monday 9th March 2020.
If you need any information I will have full details with me at rehearsals in the Spring term.
The Tour sub-committee has decided that for those singing in the concert and at The Menin
Gate, the dress code will be all black, with a “standard” British Legion poppy.  I’ve acquired
enough poppies for all the singers, so that at least is all sorted!  If you haven’t been singing
this term but are signed up for the trip to Ypres, it’s vital that you will be singing with us 
next term, when we’ll be rehearsing pieces to sing in Belgium.

And lastly …………
A choir member has mentioned to me that everyone might like to ask Santa for a small notebook, so that 
you can jot down helpful points from Jeff about the rehearsal schedule, where to find links to buy a CD or 
listen to the pieces we are singing, or any other helpful hints!  It seems like a great idea to me.
All the best to everyone, and if you’re not singing this term have a great Christmas and New Year -

Sandra 
Committee:  Karen Ross (Chairman), Geoff Hall (Treasurer, Sandra Claridge (Secretary) , Emily Spence, Olivia Shenton-
Taylor, Eppy Sewell, Shirley Lynch, Pete Sawyer, David Chaplin, Vivienne Hall


