
February 2019 Newsletter
 If you haven’t already signed up for the Quiz at Thame Snooker Club on Friday, 

please do so on Monday.  If you’ve entered but not yet paid, it would also be 
useful if you could do this on Monday, and don’t forget to bring nibbles on the 
evening, and money for the raffle!

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
This is just a reminder that the AGM is on Monday 11th March at 7.00 p.m.  The 
relevant documents will be sent to you shortly.  Please be there in good time to help 
set up the hall so that we can have a prompt start to what is hoped will be a short
ensure that your proposal is seconded, and that the nominee is happy to stand!

MARCH CONCERT  
The arrangements for the concert on 16th March are as follows:

Friday 15th:  Rehearsal in LWS Upper School Hall at 7.30 pm
Saturday 16th: 12.30 p.m. – Hall set up

2.15 p.m. - Assemble in TLC for rehearsal at 2.30 p.m.
7.10 p.m. Assemble in the TLC dance hall
After the concert – clearing the hall (everyone to help please!)

Sunday 17th: 8.30 a.m.  - clearing the LWFC equipment from the hall

Help please……..
The 10 Committee members will be at the hall all day, but they were very short of help in December, 
and we need a lot more please.  It’s a huge job setting up all the staging plus 500 chairs in the hall, and 
clearing it after the concert.  Lists will go out to sign up for Saturday afternoon and for Sunday morning.
If you sign up in advance for Sunday morning and then can’t make it, please be sure to let Karen know.  

Orchestra Food
As before we’d be very grateful for your wonderful contributions of food for the 
orchestra.  They are so appreciative, and we’ve got members of Ealing Symphony
Orchestra back with us again for this concert – perhaps it’s the buffet that attracts
them!  The number of players will be confirmed very soon.    Please bring your food to the small hall 
before the afternoon rehearsal.

Concert Dress Code
The dress code is black and scarlet (no variations on scarlet please!).  However, this 
doesn’t mean that you can’t wear just black if you prefer.  For the gents, David 
Chaplin has very kindly purchased red bow ties for £2.50.  If you haven’t already 
got one, please see David.



Concert Etiquette
If you’re a new member, or have mislaid your etiquette sheet, I’m attaching one to this Newsletter, and 
will have spare copies at rehearsals.  Please read it carefully before the concert…..

Concert Folders
If you’re new to the choir and haven’t got a black LWFC folder, please see Chris Durkin.

RAMBLE – Saturday 23rd March
Karen and Dave Munson will be leading the Ramble, and instructions are as follows:

Parking at Waddesdon Manor car park is permissible if one person (at least) in each
car is a National Trust member.  Please meet by the ticket office at 10.00 a.m.
The morning walk is 9km (5.5 miles) and the afternoon one is 4.5km (2.7 miles). There's a total of 400 
feet of climbing in the morning and 150 feet in the afternoon, so nothing arduous but enough for nice 
views.  Of course, there could be an optional visit to the café or even a look round the house on the 
way back to the car park. Altogether it would make a good day’s ramble with generally firm conditions 
underfoot, just a couple of muddy gateways.
Lunch will be at 1.00 p.m. at ‘The Lion’ in Waddesdon village. They have requested that we pre-order 
and because of this, if the weather is wet and you decide not to walk, we feel that it is only fair that we 
all should still go to the pub for lunch.

Menus and a sign up sheet will be available at rehearsals but if you are not singing this term please 
have a look at the menu at http://www.thelionwaddesdon.co.uk/menu and email Karen with your 
food and walk choices.

SPRING TERM
As announced by Jeff on Monday, we will be performing Gilbert &
Sullivan’s “Pirates of Penzance” next term, which promises to be great
fun!  

Rehearsals :
Monday 18th March: NO REHEARSAL
Monday 25th March: Rehearsal in LWS Upper School Hall
Monday 1st April: “ “ “
Monday 8th April: “ “ “
Monday 15th April: NO REHEARSAL
Monday 22nd April: NO REHEARSAL
Monday 29th April: Rehearsal in LWS Upper School Hall
Monday 6th May: “ “ “
Monday 13th May: Rehearsal in St Mary’s Church, Long Crendon
Monday 20th May: “ “ “ “ “
Monday 27th May: NO REHEARSAL
Monday 3rd June: Rehearsal in St Mary’s Church, Long Crendon
Monday 10th June: “ “ “ “ “
Monday 17th June: “ “ “ “ “
Friday 21st June: “ “ “ “ “
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Lord Williams’s Festival Chorus 

  Guidelines for Concert Etiquette

Please can you note the following pointers so that we’re all doing the same thing at the same time!

 Jeff will be confirming stands and sits.   These need to be clearly marked in your copy at the last 
rehearsal, and we should take his lead on these at the performance.

 On concert day, DO NOT walk through the orchestra area, as there are many valuable 
instruments, and lots of wires, chairs and music stands to trip over. 

 Our practice is to file on and off the stage, in order of seating, which avoids us having to clamber
over each other!!   
 Please be in the Dance Hall 15 minutes before the performance is due to start.  
 If you are sitting on the right hand side of the staging you will be first in (choir’s right when 

facing the audience).   
 Please line up in your rows, back row will lead on, so please line up in row order from the 

door to the windows.  
 Please take note of who is sitting either side of you during the afternoon rehearsal.

 Once we have reached our seat we stand still and please do not talk.  When everyone is on the 
stage we sit.  Please follow the lead of the front row.  Please remain as still as you can while the 
orchestra tunes up and we await Jeff and the soloists. 

 When Jeff enters the hall the choir will stand together.  The first row will give the lead, but we 
do need to avoid Mexican waves…..  This also applies to stands and sits during the concert.  
Please ensure you are watching Jeff for his cue, put both feet flat on the floor ready, then stand 
as one.

 At the interval the choir remains standing, without applauding, until Jeff, the soloists and the 
orchestra have left the hall.  We then file off the stage front row first. 

 We return to the stage for the second half by the same procedure as the first half.
 Noisy page turning can be distracting for the audience, as can uncoordinated closing of copies.  

It’s a bit like being on an aircraft, please don’t close your copy until the orchestra and Jeff, have 
come to a complete stop!

 Applauding is a difficult one, but we do need to be consistent.  Jeff will stand the choir to 
receive applause.   We do not applaud when we are standing.  Please try to remember this.  
We only applaud Jeff, the soloists and orchestra whilst we are sitting.  No cheering, stamping 
or whooping, please.

 Most importantly -  Do enjoy yourself and make sure that the audience 
sees your smiling face as much as possible!


