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There’s a lot of important information contained below, so please read it carefully!

URGENT MESSAGE FROM DAWN – If you still have a copy of Elgar’s Music Makers, please can you return 
it as soon as possible.  

REHEARSALS
The remaining rehearsals this term are as follows:

Monday 18th June Long Crendon Baptist Church
Monday 25th June Long Crendon Baptist Church
Monday 2nd July LWS Upper School Hall
Friday 6th July LWS Upper School Hall

PROM CONCERT

Our concert on 7th July is sadly our goodbye to John, who we’ve been so lucky to have
as our Musical Director for the last 13 years.  If you’re not singing this term, we would
love to see you at the concert to join us in what we hope will be a suitable send-off!  
We’re also saying farewell to the wonderful Ealing Symphony Orchestra which has
given so much pleasure not only to us, but also the people of Thame. 

We are doing a “retiring collection”(!) for John and a presentation will be made to him at the concert.  If 
you haven’t already contributed and would like to do so, please email me to sclaridge31@gmail.com.

Concert Dress  
For ladies, red, white or blue please, or a mixture of all three, and for gents black
trousers and red, blue, or white shirts, Union Jack bow ties, and whatever else…....  
Union Jacks are being provided for the choir, orchestra and audience!

Black Folders
If you don’t have a concert folder, please see Chris Durkin – he’s the tenor who strongly resembles 
Archbishop Justin Welby…..

Food    
The Committee will be organising the refreshments for the orchestra, but we would 
like singers to each provide 15 pieces of “picnic food” for the choir and audience.  A 
sign-up list will be put out on 18th June, but what we would like is sausage rolls, cocktail
sausages, pork pie, picnic eggs, sandwiches, cheese & pineapple on sticks, cheese & 
onions on sticks, cherry tomatoes, crisps, cakes, grapes and strawberries – all bite-sized
please.  Our experience is that savoury food is more popular than sweet, so we shall try to reduce the 
amount of cake!
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Help please…..
As usual we shall need helpers for the set-up, the bar, the box office, sales of raffle 
tickets and programmes, clearing away on Saturday evening, and on Sunday morning.  
A list for this will also be available on Monday 18th June.  The hall set-up will be at 
noon, the rehearsal will start at 2.15, and we would like food contributions brought to 
the hall please at 6.30 pm.

AUTUMN TERM

On Monday 3rd September we welcome Jeff Stewart as our new Musical Director, and 
we shall be performing Handel’s Messiah on Saturday 1st December.  The Committee
will be arranging a meeting with Jeff soon to discuss future repertoire.

The Committee met this week to go through all the arrangements for the forthcoming concert and other 
planned social events.  What took a great deal of time, however, was a discussion on the endless talking in
rehearsals, and what we could do to persuade people to stop it.  Occasionally John has made it clear to 
the choir how disruptive it is, and we, as a Committee, recognise how discourteous it is, not only to John 
and Rowena, but to the members of the choir who go along to enjoy learning the pieces without being 
distracted.

This Monday’s rehearsal was a truly awful example.  It was noted that practically all the endless 
background noise was coming from Rowena’s end of the room, and we wondered how she managed to 
concentrate.  She has tried in the past to ask people to desist, but clearly without success.  It has to be 
said that the tenors and basses never talk during rehearsals, and for that they’re to be congratulated!

What we decided to say to the membership was that whether the rehearsal is in the Upper School Hall or 
Long Crendon Baptist Church, the hall is always open at 7.00 p.m., and it’s available for people to come 
along and chat then, as well as in the break.  For the remaining five rehearsals including the afternoon 
rehearsal on 7th July, we’d be grateful if you’d only talk to your neighbour if absolutely necessary.

We’re very conscious that Jeff Stewart won’t entertain endless talking, and we must make sure that in the
Autumn we get off on the right foot.   

GDPR
As we’re sure you know, the new European Data Protection legislation came into effect on 25th May.  We 
are obliged to seek permission from all our members to continue to be able to email you information 
about the choir and associated events.  Our Privacy Policy is published on our website 
www.lordwilliamsfestivalchorus.org.uk.

Everyone singing this term has indicated their wishes, but if you haven’t been with us, we need to know 
whether or not you want to continue having emails from us.  You can unsubscribe at any time, but it 
would be helpful if you could email me to sclaridge31@gmail.com and simply include one of the 
following:

I wish LWFC to continue sending me emails        OR       Please unsubscribe me from your email list
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THE TOUR
My personal thanks go to everyone who went on the Tour and made it such an enjoyable experience.   
You’ll find photos (we’d like some more please!) and some of the limericks on the LWFC website 
www.lordwilliamsfestivalchorus.org.uk.

SOCIAL EVENTS
As well as the planned Ramble around Brill on Saturday 23rd June, we’re putting our heads together to 
organise a further Ramble and Quiz in the Autumn, together of course with our Christmas Dinner on 
Monday 3rd December.  More news on these will follow in due course…..

LOGO COMPETITION
We’d still like some more entries for our LWFC logo competition, so get your artistic hats on!

Sandra Claridge
Secretary
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