
 

 

 

 

 

 

LORD WILLIAMS'S FESTIVAL CHORUS 

 

Tour to York, Thursday 31st May – Sunday 3rd June 

 
TRIP COSTINGS  
When we announced the trip last summer, we said that we hoped to keep the cost 
within £350 per head.  Most of the arrangements are now made, and I’m pleased 
to say that we have managed to achieve that.  The eagle-eyed will notice that the 
total cost for anyone travelling by coach and occupying a single room is £365, but  
as you’ll see below, that figure includes dinner on Thursday 31st May.   
 

When we visited The Parsonage Hotel in Escrick, Karen & I decided that most people would like to have 
dinner in the hotel on Thursday evening.  The Tour is primarily a social experience, and it’ll be 
wonderful to have an early opportunity to get to know each other.  Those travelling alone needn’t 
worry, we’ll make sure that everyone is looked after!  If you haven’t already done so, you can check out 
the hotel’s excellent facilities on the Parsonage website at http://www.parsonagehotel.co.uk. 
 

The rates for the weekend are as follows.  They include a 3-course dinner with 3 choices for 
each course on Thursday 31st May, and are PER PERSON in each case: 
 

Single room including coach   £365.00 
Single room excluding coach   £300.00 
Double or twin room including coach £265.00 

Double or twin excluding coach  £200.00 
 

DEPOSIT & BALANCE 

We have deadlines to meet, and a non-returnable deposit of £100 per person is required by Monday 
29th January.  Please contact Sandra for payment options: sclaridge31@gmail.com  

 
The balance is payable by Monday 30th April.  If anyone wishes to pay by instalments that’s absolutely 
fine - just come along and arrange it with me. 
 
Don’t panic, I shan’t be heading off to the West Indies with the proceeds! 

  

http://www.parsonagehotel.co.uk/
mailto:sclaridge31@gmail.com


ADDITIONAL DINNER ARRANGEMENTS       

The hotel will provide a 3-course dinner with 3 choices for each course on  
Friday and Saturday evenings for those who would like it.  The cost of the  
dinner is £25, and will be payable on departure with any other extras.  It will  
be necessary for me to provide numbers each day, but you can decide at  
breakfast time on the appropriate day.   
 
TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS        

We shall be leaving the Thame Leisure Centre top car park at 9.00 a.m. on 
Thursday 31st May, and will return early evening on Sunday 3rd June.  If 
anyone will have difficulty getting to and from TLC they can talk to one of us 
nearer the time.   
 

FRIDAY 1ST JUNE 
 
Friday is a free day, but if there are sufficient 
takers, we will take the coach to either Castle 
Howard or Harewood House.  The admission charge for a group is likely to be 
of the order £15 per person.  I’ve no doubt that before we leave, the coach driver will be happy to drop 
a group in York for a sight-seeing day.  The attractions are too numerous to mention, but of course 
there’s the Minster, the Treasurer’s House, the Railway Museum, the Shambles, Betty’s Cafe, 
Bishopthorpe Palace, or you might like to take a leisurely boat trip.   If you prefer to get around at your 
leisure, the 415 bus service which runs between York and Selby stops outside the hotel. 
  

 
  

 

 
 

 
SATURDAY 2ND JUNE 
As I’m sure everyone now knows, at John’s suggestion we are doing a lunchtime concert/organ recital 
in Selby Abbey.  There are a few reasons for choosing lunchtime i.e. there is no charge for the Abbey, 
and it leaves plenty of time for those wishing to head into York in the afternoon and/or evening, to do 
so.  We won’t be selling tickets, though the Abbey will be open for visitors.  John will confirm the choral 
pieces later, but primarily this will be an occasion for us enjoy the experience of singing in a truly 
magical venue, and listening to John playing what is a very famous organ.  Certainly he’s very excited at 
the prospect, and you definitely won’t be disappointed!  Further details can be found at 
http://www.selbyabbey.org.uk.   
 

SUNDAY 3RD JUNE  
To give you an opportunity to go into York on Sunday morning, either to the 
Minster or to have a final bout of sight-seeing, we plan to leave the hotel after 
lunch.  On most Sundays of the year there is a sung Matins in the Minster at  
11.30 a.m. 
 
I think that’s all the information I can give you at the moment.  I still have a few loose ends to tie up, 
but if you have ANY questions,  please don’t hesitate to email me to sclaridge31@gmail.com, or 
come and see me at a rehearsal. 
 

Sandra Claridge 

http://www.selbyabbey.org.uk/
mailto:sclaridge31@gmail.com

