
December 2017 Newsletter

To close 2017, there are a few thanks!

December Concert
What a triumph the concert was in every respect, and all our thanks go to John, who as ever was a genius in
bringing out the best in us on the day, to Ealing Symphony Orchestra, to George Harliono for the 
breathtaking Rachmaninoff 2nd Piano Concerto, and to the Carmina soloists.

Thomley Hall

30 choir members sang carols and Christmas songs at Thomley Hall on 17th December.  Our visit was much 
appreciated, and a big thank you goes to Judy Thompson without whom the whole thing would be 
impossible!  As in previous years LWFC donated £150 to Thomley.  Next year we will be singing at the 
Thomley Christmas Party at 2.00 pm on a date to be announced.

Christmas Dinner
Vivienne and Shirley did a great job in organising the Christmas Dinner at The Swan at Tetsworth and 
providing an excellent Quiz!  It was a very enjoyable evening, and The Swan should be congratulated on 
providing a delicious meal, despite their kitchen being destroyed by fire a few days previously.

And now to 2018…...

Spring Term
Reharsals start on Monday 8th January, and this term we shall be doing Elgar’s Music
Makers, Faure’s Pavane, and possibly Rachmaninoff’s Three Russian Songs.  The concert, on
Saturday 17th March, will also include the great Tchaikovsky Violin Concerto in D.  

Summer Term

The summer supper concert will be on Saturday 7th July, and will be a Prom!

Chatting in rehearsal time

John continues to challenge us with a varied programme which often comprises pieces not regularly 
performed. He has asked the Committee to do everything possible to discourage chatting, which is not only 
disrespectful, but is a big time-waster, and to restrict talking to the break.  With that in mind the voice reps 
will be keeping an eye on things, and wagging a finger now and then! 



Subscription Rates

The subscription rates have been static for some years, and having done some
comparisons with other choirs in the area, the Committee has decided that as from 1st

January the subscriptions will be increased as detailed below. They’ll still be lower than
elsewhere, and we hope that you’ll agree that they provide excellent value for money!
There will be a further change.  A proportion of the increase will be used to fund the three annual raffles, and a 
further proportion will be donated to charity.  
All members of the Committee are automatically Trustees of the charity, and we are very mindful of our duty to 
look after the choirs funds to the best of our ability, and to ensure that we have sufficient reserves to cope with 
any eventuality!   

1 term - £35
2 terms - £65
3 terms - £90

Other events……
The Committee meets next on 10th January, and will be discussing plans for another Quiz, a Ramble, and a 
Workshop.   If anyone would like to help with the organisation of any of our social events, we would be very 
grateful!

The York Tour
There isn’t any further news at present on the Tour, but later in January I shall be writing to all those who have 
signed up with a request for a deposit of £100 per head.  

Thursday 31st May: Leave Thame in the morning, arriving at The Parsonage Hotel, Escrick, early afternoon.
Friday 1st June: Free day to shop, visit York, or take a tour to Castle Howard
Saturday 2nd June: Lunchtime concert/organ recital in Selby Abbey.  The repertoire will be Delalande - 

Lauda Jerusalem, and movements from Elgar – The Music Makers.
Sunday 3rd June: Return to Thame late morning

The final cost will be dependent on how many people will be travelling by coach, so if you can let me know as 
soon as possible whether you plan to go to York independently, it will be very useful.   Also, if anyone hasn’t 
already signed up for the Tour but would like to join us, please contact me.   My email address is 
sclaridge31@gmail.com.

Karen and all other members of the Committee wish you a very happy, healthy and 
prosperous New Year, and we hope to welcome you back on 8th January

Sandra Claridge
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